Introduction/Purpose: Patients living with end stage ankle arthritis suffer significant disability. They are two standard deviations below population scores for all symptom and function SF-36 sub-scales. In addition, they tend to be younger and still active in the workforce. The economic impact of disability attributable to end0stage ankle arthritis has not been quantified. In the era of costeffectiveness, policy makers want to see tangible evidence to justify the cost of treatment. One common metric has been quality adjusted life years (QALYs). The purpose of this study is to determine the gain in QALYs attributable to surgical treatment of endstage arthritis.
